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I am so glad I had the opportunity to hear Jim speak on Thursday. His presentation was very insightful and interesting. I was surprised to hear that he started in marketing when the manager he knew and liked was moved to that department. It was not a career path he was considering, and he was not looking for a way to leave his current position, but it proved how important the people we work with are to our roles. While it is important to enjoy our work, environment and culture make all the difference. One thing that Jim mentioned that I have heard before, but never necessarily in a professional sense, is to surround yourself with positive people and be a positive person that people want to be around. When working in a team, you form relationships and connections with the people you work with that significantly affect your life at work. He also must have demonstrated an ability to shift and adapt to whatever project he was working on, which proved to his manager that he would be able to adapt to the challenge of a new department. Adapting to changes in the way Jim did is not always easy, but being open to change, confident in your skills, and surrounded by people who support you makes all the difference. Jim also shared information about AI that was very fascinating. The statistics he showed about the effect of other “revolutionary” advances compared to the effects AI is making were intriguing. It put into perspective the lasting changes AI could potentially have on our everyday lives. However, he showed that the benefits do not come without consequences. The use of AI requires a lot of energy which now needs to be produced at faster rates and higher levels. The cost of AI is not always discussed as much as the benefits are, so I appreciated that Jim was transparent about both the positive and negative effects AI could have on society.
